RELEASE OVER 2200 POLITICAL PRISONERS NOW!
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(Gen. Aung San, Independence Leader of Burma)

The release of all political prisoners, those who were imprisoned because of their fight for
democracy, is the responsibility of all of the people of Burma who love freedom and peace.
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12 groups working to promote democracy, human rights and national reconciliatignnside Burma
In a country like Burma, he authors of this report face the thre& of arrest and imprisonment,
simply for researching and writing this report. Despite this risk, they endeavored to have it
published. For this reason, AAPP felt it vital to translate the report from Burmese to English and
release it internationally.
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behind bars. Not only does the report highlight the political prisoner situation, but it goes further,
emphasizing the importance of the release of all political prisors to current and future political
situation in Burma.

The report argues,(t]h e release of all political prisoners, those who were imprisoned
because of their fight for democracy, is the responsibility of all of the people of Burma who love
freedom and B A A AFArg8his reason, it is the responsibility of all people in Burma to work for the
immediate and unconditional release o#ll political prisoners.

The report also reminds everyone tha© £ h® &xistence of over 2200 political prisoners in
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Furthermore, the report warns the perpetrators of these abuses that the arbiary arrest and
detention of people for peacefully exercising their basic civil and political rights is, in itself, a crime.

By detailing the unlawful nature of the arrest and detention of political activists, the torture
they are subjected to during inerrogation, the secret court trials, and lack of de process the
report draws attention to the absence of the rule of law in Burma. It also shows that the abuse and
torture does not stop after the interrogation period. Once political activists are transfeed to
prison they face a number of challenges and a cruel and often life threatening prison environment.
The family members of political prisoners also suffer and this report highlights the hardship they
endure.

The Assistance Association for PoliticaPrisoners (Burma) translated the report from
Burmese into English to raise awareness at the international level, including at the UN Human
Rights CounciJ and with international organizations working for human rights and democracy in
Burma, about the political prisoner situation in Burma. It is alsoa way of hanoring the bravery of
those individuals working to promote human rights issuesinside the country and the sacrifice
made by themore than 2,200 still in prison for their efforts in the fight for freedom and democracy
in Burma.

Tate Naing
Secretary

Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma)
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The existence of over 2200 political prisoners in prisons inside Burma clearly highlights that
all people in Burma are still not free.

Thearrest and detention of political activists is a crime.

The release of all political prisoners is the very first step for national reconciliation.
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Notorious Insein Central Prison in which political prisoners are languished under succeasditary
dictators
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